












Minutes of the regular meeting of the Hobbs City Commission held on Monday,                 
October 5, 2020, in the City Commission Chamber, 200 East Broadway, 1st Floor Annex, 
and Hobbs, New Mexico. 
    
Call to Order and Roll Call 
    
Mayor Cobb called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and welcomed everyone to the hybrid 
Commission Meeting.  Ms. Jan Fletcher, City Clerk, called the roll and the following 
answered present: 
 
   Mayor Sam D. Cobb 
   Commissioner Marshall R. Newman (Telephonically) 
   Commissioner Christopher Mills 
    Commissioner Larron B. Fields  
   Commissioner Joseph D. Calderón  

Commissioner Dwayne Penick   
   Commissioner Don Gerth 
  
The following staff members were also in attendance: 
 
   Manny Gomez, Acting City Manager/Fire Chief  
   Efren Cortez, City Attorney 
   Toby Spears, Finance Director 
   John Ortolano, Police Chief 
   Barry Young, Deputy Fire Chief 
   Shawn Williams, Fire Marshal 
   Doug McDaniel, Recreation Director 
   Ron Roberts, Information Technology Director 
   Kevin Robertson, Development Director  
   Mollie Maldonado, Deputy City Clerk 
   Jan Fletcher, City Clerk 
   5 Citizens 
       
Mayor Cobb explained the guidelines issued by the New Mexico Attorney General’s 
Office, Open Government Division (OGD), regarding the virtual public body meeting 
through video conferencing.  He stated the following guidelines must be followed: 
 

• At the start of the meeting, the Mayor should announce the names of those 
members of the public body participating remotely. 

• All members of the public body participating remotely must identify themselves 
whenever they speak and must be clearly audible to the other members of the 
public body and to the public. 

• Members of the public should be afforded remote access, via livestream. 
• Mayor should suspend discussion if the audio or video is interrupted. 
• All votes of the public body must be a roll call vote. 
• The public body should produce and maintain a recording of the open session of 

the meeting. 
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For the record, it is noted that all of these guidelines were strictly followed during the entire 
City Commission meeting.   Mayor Cobb requested that Commissioner Newman identify 
himself when speaking telephonically. 
 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

Commissioner Fields delivered the invocation and Commissioner Mills led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Commissioner Calderón moved that the minutes of the regular meeting held on Monday, 
September 21, 2020, be approved as written.  Commissioner Fields seconded the motion 
and roll call vote was recorded as follows:  Newman yes, Mills yes, Fields yes, Calderón 
yes, Gerth yes, Penick yes, Cobb yes. The motion carried. 
 
Proclamations and Awards of Merit 
 
Proclamation Proclaiming October 5, 2020, as “Pray Hobbs Day”. 
 
Mayor Cobb proclaimed October 5, 2020, as “Pray Hobbs Day” and requested the 
proclamation be filed in the City’s records.   

 
Proclamation Proclaiming the Week of October 4 – 10, 2020, as “Fire Prevention Week 
– Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen”. 
 
Mayor Cobb proclaimed the week of October 4-10, 2020, as “Fire Prevention Week” and 
presented the proclamation to Fire Marshal Shawn Williams.  Fire Marshal Williams stated 
the Hobbs Fire Department (HFD) normally educates 13 elementary schools, in person, 
on the importance of fire safety.  He stated due to the COVID-19 pandemic, HFD will not 
be visiting the elementary schools in person but will host activities and educational 
sessions virtually through social media.  Fire Marshal Williams stated the Fire Prevention 
Week theme this year is “Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen”. 
 
Fire Marshal Williams stated smoke detectors are provided year round, free of charge, to 
elderly citizens and small children upon request.  He reminded everyone to check the 
batteries in smoke detectors with the upcoming time change on November 1, 2020, and 
to be mindful of elderly needs during this time.   
 
Public Comments 
 
Mayor Cobb stated members of the public may attend the meeting and personally voice 
their comments or submit public comments in writing prior to the meeting via email to the 
City Clerk at jfletcher@hobbsnm.org or faxed to (575) 397-9334 by 4:30 p.m., on 
October 5, 2020.   
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Reverend B. J. Choice addressed several comments to the Commission regarding certain 
Commissioners not wearing masks during the Commission meetings. 
 
Commissioner Calderón agreed with Reverend Choice. He stated teachers and parents 
are having difficulties with online education, and he encouraged everyone to wear a mask 
and do their part in preventing the spread of COVID-19 so that students can return to 
school. 
 
Commissioner Fields agreed with Reverend Choice and Commissioner Calderón.  He 
stated some Commissioners are allowing political beliefs to impact their decision and 
neglect what is right.  He encouraged everyone to get tested for COVID-19 and wear a 
mask. 
 
Mr. Bill Richards addressed the Commission regarding programming at the Hobbs Boys 
and Girls Club (Club).  He stated the Club is planning to open a program called “Out of 
School Time” during the time that children are not in school.  Breakfast, lunch, and one 
daily afternoon snack will be provided to 100 students on a first come first serve basis. 
Mr. Richards stated the fees apply as follows: 
 

Cost:  Annual $25.00 membership fee + 
• $40.00 weekly fee for one child 
• $30.00 per child weekly fee for two children 
• $20.00 per child weekly fee for three or more children 

 
Mr. Richards encouraged the City to disseminate information about “Out of School Time”. 
 
In reply to Commissioner Calderon’s question, Mayor Cobb stated he will meet with Acting 
City Manager/Fire Chief Manny Gomez and Mr. Efren Cortez, City Attorney, to discuss 
the possibility of awarding scholarships to children who may be in need to assist with the 
registration fees to attend the program.  Mr. Richards stated the Club does offer 
scholarships but any help from the City would be greatly appreciated.   
 
Mr. Richards stated the Club is currently selling car raffle tickets for their big annual 
fundraiser if anyone wishes to purchase one.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 
Commissioner Calderón moved for approval of the following Consent Agenda Item(s):  
 
Resolution No. 6974 – Authorizing the Mayor to Approve a Grant Application with the 
New Mexico Department of Health EMS Fund Act Local System Improvement Project for 
FY 2022 for the Purchase of Four (4) SMART STAT Patient Simulators. 
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Consideration of Approval of a CES Contract with Souder, Miller & Associates for 
Aquatics Operations and Maintenance Services at the CORE in the Amount of 
$32,043.75. 
 
Commissioner Newman seconded the motion and roll call vote was recorded as follows: 
Newman yes, Mills yes, Fields yes, Calderón yes, Penick yes, Gerth yes, Cobb yes. The 
motion carried. Copies of the resolutions and supporting documentation are attached and 
made a part of these minutes. 
 
Discussion 
 
2020 General Obligation Bond C for Higher Education. 
 
Dr. Kelvin Sharp, New Mexico Junior College (NMJC) President, explained the 2020 
General Obligation Bond C for Higher Education (Bond C) to the Commission.  He stated 
Bond C will help maintain the educational institutions Hobbs has already invested in and 
give students resources to provide a safe and quality education.  Dr. Sharp also stated 
Bond C will renovate Watson Hall to repurpose for expanded healthcare career options 
and bring plumbing and electrical systems up-to-date.   He stated Bond C will be used to 
update safety and security to add vestibules to older buildings, increasing security and 
energy efficiency.  In addition, Dr. Sharp stated funds from Bond C will level and repair 
cracked sidewalks and the tunnel system.  He stated, if passed in the General Election, 
NMJC will be awarded $4 million.  He further stated supporting Bond C will not increase 
the tax rate as the monies awarded are from funds that were reverted back, after 10 years, 
into the fund because monies were not expended.  
 
Mayor Cobb reiterated there will not be a tax increase if Bond C is successful. He stated 
Bond C will be on the ballot during the General Election on November 3, 2020. 
 
Proposed Turf Practice Field Policies.  
 
Mr. Doug McDaniel, Recreation Director, explained the Turf Practice Field Polices and 
stated the City will make the Veterans Memorial Complex available for practices and 
scrimmages. He defined who will be able to use the fields for practicing, the documents 
needed in order to practice, reservations, fees, the fields to be used by different groups 
and schedule.  Mr. McDaniel stated no camps or clinics will be held on the fields, only 
practices or scrimmages.   He stated this is only for discussion and will be brought back 
to the Commission in the form of a resolution for official consideration. 
 
Action Items  
 
Resolution No. 6975 – Authorizing Grant Funding for Certain Small Businesses Pursuant 
to the CARES Act Relief Funds Small Business Continuity Grants.  
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Mr. Toby Spears, Finance Director, stated the City of Hobbs was awarded a Federal 
CARES Act Relief Funds Small Business Continuity Grant in the amount of $658,969.00. 
He stated the New Mexico Department of Finance and Administration (DFA) has 
oversight on this overall grant, and has provided a recommended process as well as 
procedure guidelines to municipal governments.  Mr. Spears further stated the City 
established an application process for small businesses headquartered in Hobbs, New 
Mexico.  He stated on September 21, 2020, the City Commission approved Resolution 
No. 6973, which explained the application process for the Grant.  Pursuant to that 
process, the small businesses identified in “Exhibit A” have successfully submitted an 
application for grant funding.   Mr. Spears stated the approval of this resolution would 
authorize the Finance Department to encumber those funds from the balance of the grant 
funds and begin the reimbursement process to the businesses. He stated the City has 
received 31 applications and currently, 13 of those businesses have submitted all of the 
required documentation and are qualified as follows:  
 

1. Dynomite Gaming, LLC 
2.  Everything Nice, LLC 
3.  D & M Landscaping, LLC 
4.  Toreados Taco Grill 
5.  Jerbs Custom Jewelry, LLC 
6. R&B Ganaway Enterprises (Cherry Berry) 
7. Deep Investments Inc. (Comfort Suites/Mainstay Suites) 
8.  Drive Train, Inc. 
9.  Bloom Ventures LLC 
10. Boys and Girls Club, NM Inc. 
11.  BRK LLC (Best Western Executive Inn) 
12.  Loarn's Investments (Mr. B'S Vending) 
13.  Tia Juana's 
 

Mr. Spears stated each approved applicant will receive funding up to $5,000.00 and may 
apply for additional funds of up to $20,000.00. He stated the funding is strictly for 
reimbursement and cannot be given as the result of loss of business income.  Mr. Spears 
added businesses cannot seek reimbursement of the same expenses if they were 
reimbursed through a PPP loan or other source of funding from the Federal Government. 
 
There being no further comment or discussion, Commissioner Calderón moved that 
Resolution No. 6975 be adopted as presented.  Commissioner Gerth seconded the 
motion and roll call vote was recorded as follows: Newman yes, Mills yes, Fields yes, 
Calderón yes, Penick yes, Gerth yes, Cobb yes. The motion carried. Copies of the 
resolution and supporting documentation are attached and made a part of these minutes. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  Resolution No. 6976 – Regarding the Restaurant Liquor License 
Application of Las Comadres, LLC, d/b/a El Jimador Restaurant, 110 North Marland, for 
the Sale of Beer and Wine. 
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Mr. Efren Cortez, City Attorney, requested that this item be tabled at tonight’s meeting.  
He stated the New Mexico State Statutes requires the City to publish the public hearing 
twice and City staff inadvertently only published the notice once.  Mr. Cortez stated City 
staff will be able to re-publish the legal notice and continue with the public hearing on 
October 19, 2020, at the next Commission meeting.  Mr. Cortez apologized to the 
Commission and Mr. Valentin Lozano Romo, representative for El Jimador Restaurant.  
Ms. Jan Fletcher, City Clerk, accepted responsibility for the oversight and also apologized 
to the Commission and the applicant. 
 
There being no further comment or discussion, Commissioner Penick moved that 
Resolution No. 6976 be tabled until the next Commission meeting, October 19, 2020. 
Commissioner Fields seconded the motion and roll call vote was recorded as follows: 
Newman yes, Mills yes, Fields yes, Calderón yes, Penick yes, Gerth yes, Cobb yes. The 
motion carried. Copies of the resolution and supporting documentation are attached and 
made a part of these minutes. 
 
FINAL ADOPTION:  Ordinance No. 1126 – Consenting to the North Grimes Tract 2-A 
Annexation (Located Northeast of the Intersection of Millen and North Grimes). 
 
Mr. Kevin Robinson, Development Director, explained the annexation and stated the 
North Grimes Tract 2-A Annexation area contains 1.3 +/- acres and is located northeast 
of the intersection of Millen and North Grimes.  He further stated the annexation proposal 
was presented to the Planning Board at the August 18, 2020, meeting and the Board 
recommended approval to the Commission.  Mr. Robinson stated the Commission 
approved publication of the proposed ordinance on September 9, 2020, at the 
Commission meeting.  He stated the positive financial impact of gross receipts tax (GRT) 
generated by the proposed businesses located within the annexation should offset any 
expenses that the City will incur. 
 
Proper publication having been made, and there being no public comments or discussion, 
Commissioner Mills moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1126 as presented.  Commissioner 
Penick seconded the motion and roll call vote was recorded as follows: Newman yes, 
Mills yes, Fields yes, Calderón yes, Penick yes, Gerth yes, Cobb yes. The motion carried. 
A copy of the ordinance is attached and made a part of these minutes. 
 
PUBLICATION:  Proposed Ordinance Approving a Real Estate Purchase Agreement to 
Sell and Convey Real Property Located at 3425 North Northwest to Troy Hudson and 
Melissa Hudson for the Purchase Price of $155,000.00. 
 
Mr. Robinson explained the ordinance and stated the City proposes to sell and convey 
real property located at 3425 North Northwest, Hobbs, New Mexico, to Troy and Melissa 
Hudson for the purchase price of $155,000.00.  Mr. Robinson stated the most recent 
appraisal conducted on this property in June of 2018 reflected a fair market value at 
$158,000.00.  He stated the Real Estate Purchase Agreement (REPA) provides for a 6% 
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commission to be paid to the realtor at closing resulting in a net to the public in the amount 
of $145,700.00 
 
Commissioner Gerth moved to publish notice of intent to adopt the ordinance at a later 
date.  Commissioner Penick seconded the motion and roll call vote was recorded as 
follows: Newman yes, Mills yes, Fields yes, Calderón yes, Penick yes, Gerth yes, Cobb 
yes. The motion carried. Copies of the proposed ordinance and agreement are attached 
and made a part of these minutes. 
 
Resolution No. 6977 – Authorizing a Memorandum of Agreement with the New Mexico 
Department of Transportation for Public Transportation Services for Federal FY 20-21.    
 
Ms. Jan Fletcher, City Clerk, explained the resolution and proposed Memorandum of 
Agreement with the New Mexico Department of Transportation for Public Transportation 
Services for Federal FY 20-21 is to continue operation of Public Transportation Service 
for Hobbs Express.  She stated the overall total Federal grant award is $881,472.72.  Ms. 
Fletcher stated under normal circumstances, the City’s local match for FFY 20-21 would 
have been $413,052.14; however, due to CARES Act funding, this amount has been 
reduced to $11,973.00.  She stated this will result in additional revenue to the City in the 
amount of $401,079.14.   
 
There being no comment or discussion, Commissioner Calderón moved that Resolution 
No. 6977 be approved as presented.  Commissioner Newman seconded the motion and 
roll call vote was recorded as follows: Newman yes, Mills yes, Fields yes, Calderón yes, 
Penick yes, Gerth yes, Cobb yes. The motion carried. Copies of the resolution and 
supporting documentation are attached and made a part of these minutes. 
 
Comments by City Commissioners, City Manager 
 
Acting City Manager/Fire Chief Manny Gomez stated the City of Hobbs will be hosting a 
District 3 Clean-Up on Saturday, October 24, 2020, beginning at 8:00 a.m. at Mackey 
Baseball Field in the parking lot.  He stated the City needs to be a good example on 
beautification.  He expressed his appreciation to Ms. Tanya Sanchez, Tourism 
Coordinator, for her assistance with the beautification grant. 
 
Acting City Manager/Fire Chief Gomez thanked Ms. Meghan Mooney, Communications 
Director, and the Census Committee for their role in the 2020 Census. He stated the new 
deadline for the 2020 Census is October 31, 2020. 
 
Commissioner Mills stated he is glad to be back in the Commission Chamber, in person, 
for another meeting.  He stated athletes are allowed to play sports in Lubbock, Texas, 
and he is looking forward to returning to Court in person.  Commissioner Mills stated 
masks are not required in Texas Courtrooms. 
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Commissioner Mills thanked Mr. McDaniel for introducing the rules and regulations for 
the sports fields to allow teams to practice on the fields.   
 
Commissioner Fields encouraged everyone to volunteer for the District 3 Cleanup “Let’s 
ALL Win…Toss it in the Bin!” 
 
Commissioner Fields again encouraged everyone to wear a mask. 
 
Commissioner Penick thanked everyone for their participation in the District 5 Clean-up.  
He stated 700 pounds of trash was cleaned up from District 5.   He encouraged everyone 
to participate in cleaning up the community. 
  
Commissioner Penick addressed the Commission and the audience regarding mask 
wearing.  He stated the rights of those Commissioners who don’t wear masks are not 
being respected by those Commissioners who do choose to wear a mask.   
 
Commissioner Gerth stated there are small motorized bikes riding along the Health Trail 
on the Lovington Hwy., and also on the shoulders of the road.  He stated this is not a safe 
practice.  Mayor Cobb agreed and requested Acting City Manager/Fire Chief Gomez to 
look into this issue. 
 
Mayor Cobb stated he is regularly meeting virtually with the Economic Development 
Corporation regarding economic development in the community.  He added there are 
some really positive projects pending for Hobbs. 
 
Adjournment 
          
There being no further business or comments, Commissioner Calderón moved that the 
meeting adjourn. Commissioner Gerth seconded the motion and roll call vote was 
recorded as follows:   Newman yes, Mills yes, Fields yes, Calderón yes, Penick yes, Gerth 
yes, Cobb yes.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:22 p.m. 
 
 
 

_______________________________________ 
SAM D. COBB, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
JAN FLETCHER, City Clerk 
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